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‘@» N old friend and fellow-ftudent of 
mine at the univerfity called upon 
me the other morning, and found 
i Nes rene Soi me reading Plato's aymnpofinn., I 
\ aie. ¢Y laid down my book to receive him, 
CAS Sa AW LI which after the firft ufual compli- 
ments, he took up faying, ‘‘ You will give me leave to 
« fee what was the object of your ftudies.” ‘* Nothing 
“« lefs than the divine Plato, faid I, that amable philo- 
fopher—” with whom (interrupted my friend) Cicero 
declares that he would rather be in the wrong, than in 
the right with any other.” ‘I cannot, replied I, carry 
my veneration for him to that degree of eathufiafin ; 
but yet wherever I do underftand him (for I confefs 
I do not every where) I prefer him to all the-ancient 


philofophers. His Sympofion more particularly en- 
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gazes and entertains me, as I {ee there the manners 
and characters of the moft eminent men of the poli- 
teft time, of the politeft city of Greece. And, with all 
due refpect to the moderns, I much queftion whethe; 
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an account of a modern Sympofion, though written by 


« the 
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* the ableft hand, could be read with fo much pleafure 
*“‘ or improvement.” ‘* I do not know that (replied my 
* friend) for though I revere the ancients as much as 
** you poffibly can, and look upon the moderns as pig- 
“* mies, when compared to thofe giants; yet, if we 
“* come up to, or near them in any thing, it is in the 


n 


“* elegancy and delicacy of our convivial intercourfe.” 

I was the more furprifed at this doubt of my friend’s, 
becaufe I knew that he implicitly fubfcribed to, and 
fuperftitioufly maintained, all the articles of the claffical 
faith. I therefore afked him, whether he was ferious ? 
He anfwered me that he was: that in his mind, Plato 
{pun out that filly affair of love, too fine and too long ; 
and that if I would but let him introduce me to the 
club, of which he was an unworthy member, he believed 
I fhould at leaft entertain the fame doubt, or perhaps 
even decide in favour of the moderns. I thanked my 
friend for his kind offer, but added that in whatever fo- 
ciety he was an unworthy member, } fhould be ftill a more 
unworthy gueft. That moreover my retired and domettic 
turn of life was as inconfiftent with the engagements of a 
club, as my natural taciturnity among ftrangers would be 
mifplaced in the midft of all that feftal mirth and gaiety. 
«© You miftake me (anfwered my friend) every mem- 
‘“« ber of our club has the privilege of bringing one 
« friend along with him, who is by no means thereby 
“* engaged to become a member of it : ‘and as for your 
“ taciturnity, we have fome filent members who, by the 
“« way, are none of our worft. Silent people never 
“« fpoil company, but on the contrary, by being 
** good hearers encourage good fpeakers.” “ But I have 
«¢ another difficulty (anfwered 1) and That I doubt a 
«* very folid one, which is, that I drink nothing but 
«¢ water.” ‘* So much the worfe for You (replied my 
“¢ friend, who, by the by, loves his bottle moft acade. 
*¢ mically) you will pay for the claret you do not drink. 


“ We ufe no compulfion ; every one drinks as little as 


«c he 
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« he pleafes—” “ Which I prefume (interrupted I) is as 
“ much as he can.” “ That is, juft as it happens, faid 
<< he; fometimes, it is true, we.make pretty good fittings ; 
«¢ but for my own part, I chufe to go home always be- 
“ fore eleven: for take my word for it, it is the fitting 
“up late, and not the drink, that deftroys the conftitu- 
“ tion.” As I found that my friend would have taken 
a refufal ill, I tcld him that for this once I would. cer- 
tainly attend him to the club; but defired him to give 
me previoufly the outlines of the characters of the 
fitting members, that I might know how to behave 
myfelf properly. ‘* Your precaution (faid he) is a 
“« prudent one, and I will make you fo well acquainted 
*« with them beforehand, that you fhall not feem a 
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ftranger when among them. You mutt know then, 
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that our club confifts of at leaft forty members, when 


** complete. Of thefe many are now in the country, 


ce 


and befides, we have fome vacancies which cannot be 


cc 


filled up till next winter. Palfies and apoplexies have 


«ec 


of late, Idon’t know why, been pretty rife among us, 
‘© and carried off a good many. It is not above a week 
ago, that poor Tom Toaftwell fell on a fudden un- 


der the table, as we thought only a little in drink, 


“¢ 
€¢ 
‘© but he was carried home and never {poke more. 


cc 


Thofe whom you will probably meet with to-day are 


Lad 


lord Feeble, a nobleman of admirable fenfe, a true 
‘* fine gentleman, and, for a man of quality, a pretty 
*« claffic. He has lived rather faft formerly, and im- 
« paired his conftitution by fitting up late and drinking 
‘your thin fharp wines. He is ftill what you call 
** nervous, which makes him a little low-fpirited and 
‘‘-referved at firft; but he grows very affable and chear- 
«© ful as foon as he has warmed his ftomach with about 
*« a bottle of good claret. 

«Sir TunbellyGuzzle is a very worthy north-country 
* baronet of a good eftate, and before-hand in the world ; 
“ till being twice chofen knight of the fhire, and having 
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in confequence gota pretty employment at court, he 
run out confiderably. He has left off houfe-keeping, 
and is now upon a retrieving fcheme. He is the hearti- 
eft honefteft fellow living ; and though he is a man of 
very few words, I can affure you he does not want 
fenfe. He had an univerfity education, and has a good 
notion of the claflics. The poor man is confined 
half the year at leaft with the gout, and has befides an 
inveterate fcurvy, which I cannot account for: no 
man can live more regularly ; he eats nothing but 
plain meat, and very little of that: he drinks no thin 
wines, and never fits up late; for he has his full dofe 
by eleven. 

“© Coronet Culverin isa brave old experienced offi- 
cer though but a lieutenant colonel of foot. Between 
you and me, he has had great injuftice done him, 
and is now commanded by many who were not born 
when he came firft into the army. He _ has ferved 
in Ireland, Minorca, and Gibralter ; and would have 
been in all the late battles in Flanders, had the regi- 
ment been ordered there, It is a pleafure to hear 
him talk of war. He is the beft natured man alive, 
but a little too jealous of his honour, and too apt to’ 
be in a paffion; but that is foon over, and then he is 
forry for it. I fear he isdropfical, which I impute to 
his drinking your champains and burgundies. He got 
that ill habit abroad. 

« Sir George Plyant is weil born, has a genteel for- 
tune, keeps the very beft company, and is to be fure 
one of the beft bred men alive : he is fo good natured, 
that he feems to have no will of his own. He wiil 
drink as little or as much as you pleafe, and no mat- 
ter of what. He has been a mighty man with the 
ladies formerly, and loves the crack of the whip ftill. 
Hie is our news-monger ; for being a gentleman of the 
privy-chamber, he goes to court every day, and con- 
fequently knows pretty well what’s going forward 


“ there. 
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“‘ there. Poor gentleman! I fear we fhall not keep him 
‘ long; for he feems far gone in a confumption, though 
“* the doétors fay it is only a nervous atrophy. 

* Witt Sitfaft is the beft natured fellow living, and 
an excellent companion, though he feldom fpeaks; but 
he is no flincher, and fits every man’s hand out at the 


«ec 
<¢ 


“© club. He is a very good fcholar, and can write very 


*« pretty latin verfes. I doubt he is in a declining way ; 
“¢ for a paralitical ftroke has lately twitched up one fide 
“< of his mouth fo, that he is now obliged to take his 
‘* wine diagonally. However he keeps up his fpirits 
*“« bravely, and never fhams his glafs. 
«© Doctor Carbuncle is an honeft, jolly, merry par- 
‘¢ fon, well affected to the government, and much of a 
‘«« gentleman. He is the life of our club, inftead of being 
“ the leaft reftraint upon it. He is an admirable fcholar, 
‘“* and I really believe has all Horace by heart; I know 
“‘ he has him always in his pocket. His red face, in- 
«« flamed nofe, and {welled legs, make him generally 
«“ thought a hard drinker by thofe who do not know 
«* him ; but I muft do him the juftice to fay, that I never 
“« faw him difguifed with liquor in my life. It is true, 
‘< he is a very large man, and can hold a great deal, 
‘© which makes the colonel call him pleafantly enough, 
* a veffel of election. 
“ Tue laft and leaft (concluded my friend) is your 
‘ humble fervant, fuch as I am; and if you pleafe we 
‘«« will go and walk in the park till dinner time.” I 
agreed and we fet out together. But here the reader 
will perhaps expect that I fhould let him walk on a little, 
while I give his character. We were of the fame year 
of St. John’s college in Cambridge: he wasa youn ger 
brother of a good family, was bred to the church, and 
had juft got a fellowfhip in the college, when his elder 
brother dying, he fucceeded to an eafy fortune, and re- 
folved to make himfelf eafy with it, that 1s to do nothing. 
As he had refidetd_ long in college, he had contraéted all 
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the habits and prejudices, the lazinefs, the foaking, the 
pride, and the pedantry of the cloyfter, which after a 
certain time are never to be rubbed off. He confidered 
the critical knowledge of Greek and Latin words, as the 
utmoft effort of the human underftanding, and a glafs 
of good wine in good company, as the higheft pitch of 
human. felicity. Accordingly he paffes his morning in 
reading the clafiics, moft of which he has long had by 
heart, and his evenings in drinking his glafs of good 
wine, which, by frequent filling, amounts at leaft to two, 
and often to three bottles a day. I muft not omit men- 
tioning that my friend is tormented with the ftone, 
which misfortune he imputes to his having once drank 
water for a month, by the prefcription of the late doctor 
Cheyne, and by no means to at leaft two quarts of claret 
a day, for thefe laft thirty years. To return to my friend, 
“ Tam very much miftaken, (faid he, as we were walk- 
** ing to the park) if you do not thank me for procuring 
« this day's entertainment: for a fet of worthier gen- 
<¢ tlemen to be fure never lived.” “ I make no doubt of 
“¢ it faid I, and am therefore the more concerned when 
« J refleét that this club of worthy gentlemen might, by 
“ your Own account, be not impr operly called an hofpi- 
«© tal of incurables, -as there is not one mong them who 
« does not labour under fome chronical and mortal 
“© diftemper.” ‘* I fee what you would be at (anfwered 
“¢ my friend) you would infinuate that all that is owing 
* to wine: but let me affure you, Mr.Fitz-Adam, that 
«© apine, efpectally claret, if neat and good can hurt no man.” 
J did not reply to this aphorifm of my friend’s, which 
I knew would draw on too long a difcuffion, efpecially 
as we were juft going into the club room, where I took 
it for granted that that aphorifin was one of the great 
conftitutional principles. The account of this modern 


Sympofion fhall be the fubject of my next paper. 
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